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This model is effective because it enables you to look at the motivation of a character and 

consider the ultimate outcome of the story. It ties in with many of the Pixar rules about why 

we care for characters (relatability) and the journey we go through with them in a story.  

The character doesn’t have to achieve their goal! 

The purpose of show not tell is to use description, including imagery, to convey the emotion of a 

character rather than directly tell the reader. Children build up this repertoire as they progress 

through school, developing empathy skills and considering similes, metaphors and inference. 




